Wild Pollinator Count

Tips
for
planning & running
a count

event

Here are some things you may like to consider and some approaches we
have found to work well when running a count event. We welcome your
feedback, ideas or suggestions on what worked for you.
Venue
Ideally choose somewhere with a diversity of flowering plants, where the flowers can be easily
watched. Public spaces suitable for counts may include Botanic Gardens, parks and reserves
or bushland. Private property (with permission) may also be suitable, and even flowering
weeds can be interesting to observe. Consider ease of access, the size of anticipated group as
well as other facilities such as shelter, toilets, parking, participant safety, etc.

Timing
As with any event, consider your audience’s availability, but also remember that many
pollinators prefer warm weather and protection from wind. You may also wish to have a
contingency plan in case of poor weather (perhaps an undercover talk instead) or advise
participants it will be cancelled/postponed, to save them a trip.

Host or guests
If inviting people who aren’t familiar with insects (and the count very much encourages this!)
it is useful to consider who can help them to spot and identify the insects during the count.
If there isn’t someone within your network with some knowledge in this area you might also
consider arranging a guest.
If you need some ideas for sourcing those with insect knowledge you might approach:
• Entomologist or insect ecologist from a local university, tafe or education facility
or natural history museum
• Field Naturalists (local or state groups)
• ‘Friends of’ groups or Landcare network
• If you aren’t sure who to approach, email us and we’ll try to help you with
some suggestions for your area!
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Wild Pollinator Count
Format
While a sit down presentation is a great way to share information, many participants report their
favourite part of a Count event is doing some “spotting” and determining which insect they have
seen. For short events, we suggest a brief introduction and more focus on time spent “counting”.
Doing a first count as a group to help build identification skills can be helpful, as can splitting into
sub groups (or individuals) to observe different flowers. A quick debrief at the end of the session
can help to consolidate understanding and participants can compare what they saw with others.
For longer sessions, a presentation may be used to introduce the count and the role of pollinators
in our ecosystem. Again, if possible, incorporating a count after the presentation can help to
consolidate the messages and help to improve identification skills, and perhaps encourage further
participation in the count at people’s homes afterward. Don’t forget to familiarise yourself with
the support materials. You’ll find the How to Count instructions as well as Frequently Asked
Questions about the count on our website.

Photography and insect identification
Photographs are very helpful for identification, but taking clear shots of insects can be
challenging! You may like to use our tips for photographing insects (available on the website), or
have a dedicated role for someone at your count to try to take photographs on the day.
We have a project on the BowerBird.org.au website (search for ‘Wild Pollinator Count’ in projects),
and when sharing your images on this site, you can also ask for help with identification from the
BowerBird community. See also the many resources for identification listed on our website and
our easy guide for telling the difference between bees, flies and wasps.

Entering the information collected
We encourage you to have copies of the tally sheet for participants to use at your event. Please
let participants know how to add their sightings to the Wild Pollinator Count website and remind
them they can do more counts during our count weeks each April and November. That said,
when running group events, it may be easier for the organiser to collect the tally sheets and enter
the data themselves, rather than risk it being taken home and forgotten. If you have the facilities,
entering the data could also be a part of your event.

Promotion
Included in this pack is a template to use as an electronic or printed flyer to promote your Wild
Pollinator Count event. Send us the details of your event and we’ll list it on our website.
If twitter is your social media of choice we’d also love to retweet your event link or details, so
please include the hashtag #OzPollinators in your tweet.

Evaluation
We suggest asking participants for some feedback about your event to help gauge success and for
your future reference. Please consider sharing any feedback regarding the project and let us know
how we can best support future Wild Pollinator Count events at wildpollinatorcount@gmail.com.
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