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This guide aims to help interested 
groups, organisations and individuals 
to run their own count event in 
conjunction with the Wild Pollinator 
Count. We encourage you to tailor 
your event to suit your interests 
and audience. 

This guide has been created thanks 
to the generous support of the 
Slopes2Summit partnership. 
Except where otherwise noted, content in this guide is licensed 
under a Creative Commons Attribution-NonCommercial 4.0 
International license (CC BY-NC 4.0).

Run your own 
Wild Pollinator Count

event
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Venue
Ideally choose somewhere with a diversity of flowering plants, where the flowers can be easily 
watched. Public spaces suitable for counts may include Botanic Gardens, parks and reserves 
or bushland. Private property (with permission) may also be suitable, and even flowering 
weeds can be interesting to observe. Consider ease of access, the size of anticipated group as 
well as other facilities such as shelter, toilets, parking, participant safety, etc.

Timing 
As with any event, consider your audience’s availability, but also remember that many 
pollinators prefer warm weather and protection from wind. You may also wish to have a 
contingency plan in case of poor weather (perhaps an undercover talk instead) or advise 
participants it will be cancelled/postponed, to save them a trip.

Host or guests 
If inviting people who aren’t familiar with insects (and the count very much encourages this!) 
it is useful to consider who can help them to spot and identify the insects during the count. 
If there isn’t someone within your network with some knowledge in this area you might also 
consider arranging a guest. 

If you need some ideas for sourcing those with insect knowledge you might approach:
• Entomologist or insect ecologist  from a local university, tafe or education facility 

or natural history museum
• Field Naturalists (local or state groups)
• ‘Friends of’ groups or Landcare network
• If you aren’t sure who to approach, email us and we’ll try to help you with 

some suggestions for your area!

Format 
While a sit down presentation is a great way to share information, many participants report their 
favourite part of a Count event is doing some “spotting” and determining which insect they have 
seen. For short events, we suggest a brief introduction and more focus on time spent “counting”. 
Doing a first count as a group to help build identification skills can be helpful, as can splitting into 
sub groups (or individuals) to observe different flowers. A quick debrief at the end of the session 
can help to consolidate understanding and participants can compare what they saw with others.
For longer sessions, a presentation may be used to introduce the count and the role of pollinators 
in our ecosystem. Again, if possible, incorporating a count after the presentation can help to 
consolidate the messages and help to improve identification skills, and perhaps encourage further 
participation in the count at people’s homes afterward.  Don’t forget to familiarise yourself with 
the support materials. You’ll find the How to Count instructions as well as Frequently Asked 
Questions about the count on our website.

Photography and insect identification
Photographs are very helpful for identification, but taking clear shots of insects can be 
challenging! You may like to use our tips for photographing insects (available on the website), or 
have a dedicated role for someone at your count to try to take photographs on the day. 
We have a project on the BowerBird.org.au website (search for ‘Wild Pollinator Count’ in projects), 
and when sharing your images on this site, you can also ask for help with identification from the 
BowerBird community. See also the many resources for identification listed on our website and 
our easy guide for telling the difference between bees, flies and wasps.

Entering the information collected
We encourage you to have copies of the tally sheet for participants to use at your event. Please 
let participants know how to add their sightings to the Wild Pollinator Count via the website and 
remind them they can do more counts during the week 15-22 November. To keep things simple 
when running group events, it may be easier for the organiser to collect the tally sheets and enter 
the data themselves, rather than risk it being taken home and forgotten. If you have the facilities, 
entering the data could also be a part of your event.

Promotion 
Included in this pack is a template to use as an electronic or printed flyer to promote your Wild 
Pollinator Count event. Send us the details of your event and we’ll list it on our website.
If twitter is your social media of choice we’d also love to retweet your event link or details, so 
please include the hashtag #OzPollinators in your tweet.

Evaluation 
We suggest asking participants for some feedback about your event to help gauge success and for 
your future reference. Please consider sharing any feedback regarding the project and let us know 
how we can best support future Wild Pollinator Count events at wildpollinatorcount@gmail.com. 

Tips for
planning & running

a countevent
Here are some things you may like to consider and some approaches we 
have found to work well when running a count event. We welcome your 
feedback, ideas or suggestions on what worked for you.
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How to Count 
 

1. During the observation week, choose any day that is sunny, warm and calm. These weather 
conditions are important, as many insects don’t like flying when it’s cold, raining or very windy. If 
there is a shower of rain, wait at least an hour and for the sun to come out before doing your 
observation. Some pollinators don’t fly in strong winds, so make sure it is calm or only lightly 
breezy when you perform your observation. 

 
2. Find a flowering plant or tree in your garden, or in a local park. Choose a single, large flower, or 

a group of smaller flowers within your visible range (see Counting FAQ on the next page). 
 
3. Watch the flowers continuously for 10 minutes. Record any insect that visits the flowers and 

moves around on the stamens or pistil (the yellow powdery parts of the flowers). Don’t record 
anything that just flies past without touching the flower. If you can, try not to count the same 
individual insect twice. 

 
4. Enter your observations on the Submit Observations page of our website 

(http://wildpollinatorcount.com/submit-observations). You can record as many different 
observations as you want – try watching different flowers at different times of the day. If you do 
multiple observations, make sure to enter each as a separate submission. 

 
5. If you didn’t see any pollinators at all, you can still submit your observations as ‘0’ – these 

observations are just as helpful! 
 
6. We encourage you to try multiple counts in different locations, or on different flowers. Some 

flowers are more attractive to pollinators than others, so you might see some interesting 
patterns! 

 
If you’d like some help with identifying the insects you see, visit the Resources pages online. 
And if you’re not sure what type of pollinator you’ve seen, you can note that when 
you submit your observation. 
 

  

http://wildpollinatorcount.com/pollinator-counting-faq/
http://wildpollinatorcount.wordpress.com/submit-observations/
http://wildpollinatorcount.com/submit-observations
http://wildpollinatorcount.wordpress.com/resources/
http://wildpollinatorcount.wordpress.com/what-pollinator-is-that/
http://wildpollinatorcount.wordpress.com/what-pollinator-is-that/


Pollinator Counting FAQ 
 
Is the counting method scientific? 
Yes! For many ecological studies, like studies of pollinators, scientific data need to be collected at lots 
of different locations, and at different times. However, to be useful for scientific analysis, data need to 
be standardised in some way. So the only way to standardise the data is by making sure the methods 
used at each time and location are identical. 

Why do I need to count pollinators on a day that is sunny, warm and calm? 
Pollinators are cold-blooded, so most of them will only be active when the sun is out and it is warm 
(above 15° C). Flies, European honey bees and European wasps are generally more cold-tolerant 
than native bees, wasps or other flying insects, so you will often see these on warmer days during 
winter. 

Why should I count for 10 minutes? 
Pollinators are quick to move between flowers, so the best way to get an idea of how many are 
visiting your flowers is to watch for at least 10 minutes. 

How many flowers? 
Choosing how many flowers to watch depends on the plant. If a plant produces a single large flower 
per plant (e.g. sunflower), you only need to watch one flower head to get an idea of how many 
pollinators visit that plant. If a plant produces lots of smaller flowers on one head (e.g. coriander), or a 
few small flower heads on one plant (e.g. dandelion), then it will be more efficient to watch the whole 
head or the whole plant. 

How do I know if I’m counting the same insect twice? 
You don’t always know! By watching the same flower, or group of flowers, you can drastically reduce 
the chances of counting the same insect, because you will notice an insect that ‘lifts off’ for a moment 
and then settles again. European honey bees are harder to count in these situations, because they 
often forage in groups, and individuals are hard to tell apart. But most native insects forage as 
individuals, or much smaller groups, so you should be able to keep an eye on who goes where. And 
the more you practice, the more you will get used to it! 

What if an insect flies nearby, but doesn’t sit on my flower? 
If you see an insect that hovers around one flower, and then sits on a flower next to it, you can count 
it. Hoverflies and bees will often do this, so it can be more efficient to watch a small group of flowers, 
than one individual flower. But don’t count insects that zoom above the whole plant without stopping. 

How do I know if an insect is pollinating the flower? 
You won’t always be able to tell, but you won’t need to worry about this for the count. Most insects 
that make contact with the stamens will probably carry some pollen grains away with them when they 
leave. To actually cause pollination of the plant, the insect will then have to make contact with the 
pistil (the female parts), which may be on the same flower, on another flower on the same plant, or on 
a completely different plant individual (see the Resources page for some great botany sites). But for 
the purposes of the Wild Pollinator Count, just count any insects you see on the flowers. If you want to 
tell us anything more about your pollinator observation, you will have the opportunity to let us know in 
the Observational Notes section on the submission form. 
 
What if I don’t see anything? 
This is still a result! We can’t fully understand distributions and flower preferences of pollinators just 
from positive results. If we have records of flowers that have no insect visitors whatsoever, they can 
still provide important information on what pollinators don’t like. So you can still submit an observation 
with ‘0’ pollinators…and then consider doing another observation! 

http://wildpollinatorcount.com
http://wildpollinatorcount.com/resources/
http://wildpollinatorcount.com/submit-observations/


 
 

 

 
 

 

Tally Sheet 
Your name (or group): ………………………..…   Email address: ………………………………… 
Email is optional but it enables us to contact you if we have any queries about your sightings. 

Date and time: The time you started your 10-minute observation ……………………………………. 

The location of your observation  Postcode is essential so we can contribute useful records to national 
biodiversity data. If your postcode applies to multiple localities, please also specify your suburb/town.  

Suburb or town ……………………………………………………   Postcode: …………………… 

Location/address: (optional) ……………………………………………………………………………. 
 
The name of the plant (common or scientific) you observed and the details of your 
observation site. E.g. quantity of flowers observed etc. 
E.g. silver wattle: 30 x 30 cm window of flowers; magnolia tree: 1 flower 
Please include this detail – your observation will be more useful if we can match it to a plant variety. 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

Is the plant   native   or    exotic (introduced)  or   unsure? 
This information helps us to build a picture of the flowers that pollinator insects are visiting.  
If you aren’t sure you may like to take a photo or ask someone. 

Sightings 
For each of the categories of pollinator insects below, please enter the number you observed. 

Pollinator category Add your tally or notes here Totals 
BEES  
       - European honey bees  

  

       - Blue-banded bees    
       - Other  bees    
BEETLES  
      - Ladybird beetles  

  

      - Other beetles    

BUTTERFLIES or MOTHS    

FLIES  
      - Hoverflies  

  

       - Other flies    
WASPS  
       - European wasps  

  

       - Other wasps    
OTHER / unsure /           
      uncategorised observations 

  

TOTAL pollinators observed   

Please turn to next page 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

If you saw an insect you can't name, please describe it here and tell us how many you saw 
(please also include it in the ‘other’ category). 

 ……………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………... 

Add any other details about your observations. 

If you recognised different species/family groups, please give an abundance breakdown for the 
categories above, or any other wild pollinator category not listed. Be as detailed as you can. 

You can also note if you saw evidence of pollination occurring. 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………...…….
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………........... 

 

Would you like to receive news about the Wild Pollinator Count, including the results and 
reminders for future events via email (if you are not already on our email list)? 

 Yes please    No thanks    Already receiving 

 

Thank you! 
Please submit your observations via our online form:  
http://wildpollinatorcount.com/submit-observations/  
 
You can share photos with us by email or by including a link in your online submission.  
Or connect with the pollinator counting community by using the #OzPollinators hashtag on 
twitter, facebook or instagram. 
We welcome feedback about the count and any suggestions you may have for the event in 
future. 
 
 
 

 

 

http://wildpollinatorcount.com
http://wildpollinatorcount.com/submit-observations/


WHERE:

WHEN:

WHAT:

FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT:

Relatively little is known about the thousands of 
native pollinator species in Australia - That’s right, 
there are more than honey bees to consider!

You can participate in this citizen science project 
by doing your own count or by coming along to 
learn more and count with us. 

• You don’t need to be an insect expert. 

• You don’t need fancy gear. 

• You may be surprised by what you see!

Join in the 
Wild Pollinator Count

Take 10 minutes to watch your choice 

of flowering plant and let us know 

which potential pollinators you see.

Find out more at: 

wildpollinatorcount.comH
O

W
?

COME ALONG TO OUR WILD 
POLLINATOR COUNT EVENT...



 

 

Quick guide to 

Insect  

Identification  
 

for the  
Wild Pollinator Count 

 

 

Tips to help you count insects in the correct categories.  

Enter your results from a 10‐minute count on a flowering 
plant of your choice at: 
https://wildpollinatorcount.com/submit‐observations/ 
 

BEE  
Look for: 

 
 
 

 

 Body shape hourglass,  
with ‘waist’ and cylindrical 
abdomen & thorax. 

 
 Pollen-carrying hair  

(scopa) on legs or abdomen  
(for many females, not all) 

 
 Long antennae often with 

kink/elbow 

 
 Eyes long, oval, at side of ‘face’, 

often black 

 
 Wings often on back at rest and 

shorter than the body (2 pairs) 

 
 Head triangular or tear-shaped 

 

 
 
 

* With more than 1,600 species of bees in Australia, these features 
are typical, but there are also exceptions to each generalisation.  

FLY 
Look for: 

 
 
 

 

 Eyes large, round and cover 
much of the ‘face’ 

 

 Short antennae, often hard to 
see 

 

 Body shape usually ‘stout’ with 
less obvious ‘waist’ 

 
 Wings one pair only, usually 

longer than body. Often held out 
at 45° angle at rest 

 
 Head round, large 

 
 Other:  

Some mimic bees & wasps.  
 

 

 

 
 
 

* With at least 7,000 species of flies in Australia, these features are 
typical, but there are also exceptions to each generalisation. 

WASP 
Look for: 

 
 
 

 

 Body shape often long and 
slim, with distinct ‘waist’.  
Legs often dangle in flight. 

 

 Eyes long, oval-shaped, at side 
of head, sometimes with a 
‘notch’ (emarginate) 

 

 Long antennae 

 
 Wings usually long and thin, 

generally shorter than the body 
(2 pairs) 

 
 Head triangular or tear-shaped 

 
 Other: some with visible 

ovipositor. 

 
 
 

* With at least 12,000 species of wasps in Australia, these features 
are typical, but there are also exceptions to each generalisation. 



BUTTERFLY 
Look for: 

 

 
  
 
 

MOTH 
Look for: 

 
 

 
 

 

* With more than 20,000 species of butterflies and moths in 
Australia, these features are typical, but there are also exceptions 
to each generalisation. 

 Wings held high above body 
(tent shape) 
 

 Antennae with a knob at end 
 

 Typically brighter colours 
 

 Generally fly during the day 

 Wings held flat along body  
 

 Antennae simple or feathery, 
ending in a fine point 

 

 Typically dull or iridescent 
colours 

 

 Generally fly at night 

BEETLE 
Look for: 

 

 

 

 
 

* With more than 20,000 species of beetles in Australia, these 
features are typical, but there are also exceptions to each 
generalisation. 

Ladybird beetle   
 

   

 Often round to oval body shape 

 Hard forewings (elytra) with 
hindwings often hidden 
(used for flying) 

 Antennae visible, but varying 
lengths & shapes 

 Chewing mouthparts 

 Typically short flights 

Huge variety of colors, sizes

Look for: 

 Domed body shape 

 Short legs 

 Short, clubbed antennae 

 Variety of colours and patterns 

European honey bee 
Look for: 

 

 
   

 
 

 

Blue‐banded bee 
Look for: 

 

 
   

 

 

 General ‘bee’ characteristics 

  Pollen collected on back legs 

 Colours vary from golden to 
near black, and with light to 
distinctive stripes. 

 Hairy appearance. Black eyes. 
Larger than most native bees. 
Common. Buzz.  

 General ‘bee’ characteristics 

  Stripes typically blue (but can 
be lighter or orange) on black 
abdomen.  

 Pollen collected on back legs 

 Hairy appearance. Rounder 
body, smaller than  
honey bees. 

You are welcome to reproduce this guide for non‐commercial and 

educational purposes CC‐by‐NC‐SA 4.0 

Hover fly 
Look for: 

 

 

 
   

 European wasp
Look for: 

 

 
 

 

Other insects 
If you see other insects while watching 
flowers, note them too. You can also  
include comments or photos with your count.  

 ‘Hovering’ flight above plants  

 Large round eyes covering 
much of the face, small antennae 

 Usually yellow and black, but 
colors, patterns and size vary 
between species 

 Not hairy. Slim legs. Flat 
abdomen when viewed side-on.  

 Stocky shape, 15mm long 

 Yellow with black markings 

 Not hairy. Black antennae.  
Yellow legs.  
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